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Charity Cycle19-21 July 2014 

 
Dear Donor, 

 

We, a group of around 50 trainees of the European Commission, are cycling ca. 200 km in order to garner 
your support for a children’s home in Romania and a women's empowerment project in Uganda. The 
charity cycle is organised by the Solidarity and Sustainability Sub-Committees of the European 
Commission’s Stage Committee of Summer 2014. 
 
What exactly are we doing? 
On the holiday weekend of 19-21 July, around 50 
trainees will cycle from Brussels to Ghent to 
Antwerp, and, finally, back to Brussels in order to 
raise funds in support of our charity projects.  
The cycle will take 3 days to complete, and 
encompasses roughly 200 kilometres.  The cycle 
therefore involves not only a physical challenge 
for the 50 participants, but also a time 
commitment. Each trainee will also bear his/her 
own accommodation and bicycle rental cost, 
covered in the cost of registration. Each 
participant is expected to raise a minimum of 
EUR 100. 
 
What are we raising money for? 
 
A second-hand minibus for the children of the St Francis’ Foundation’s home in Dozsa György 
(Romania) 
Our goal is to raise enough funds to support a children's home of the St Francis Foundation of Deva in Gheorghe 

Doja/Dózsa György near Târgu Mureș/Márosvásárhely in Transylvania, Romania.  
 
The home was opened in 2010 and has about 20 children between the ages of 3 and 15. A group of godparents 
working in the in the EU institutions is supporting the everyday needs of the children and is working towards the 
development of this home. 
 
Your support will allow us to raise funds for the urgently needed purchase of a minibus for the transport of the 
children, and the operation of the home. Currently, the home has only one old car for five people which needs to 
be replaced soon. EUR 4000 has already been raised from individual donors. But another EUR 6000 is needed 
order to be able to buy a second-hand minibus for 9 persons. 
 



The St Francis Foundation of Deva was founded in 1993 by the Franciscan monk Csaba Bötje in order to give 
abandoned children a home. Since then, 23 boarding homes and 19 day care centres have been founded. The 
homes rely mostly on donations, and from the help of volunteers and godparents. The website of the foundation 
is currently only available in Hungarian but will soon be also available in other languages: 
www.szentferencalapitvany.org. 
 
Training and financing of mini-businesses for women in Kamuli (Uganda) 
As we hope that the charity cycle will be a huge success, any additional funds will support the Solidarity 
Committee's sponsored Eu Can Aid project, which works in partnership with CCAWE (Child Care and Women's 
Empowerment) for the empowerment of women in the Kamuli district of Uganda.  
 
CCAWE (Child Care and Women's Empowerment) is a community-based organization in Kamuli involved in 
capacity-building of rural poor women and youth groups. By providing training and financing services to poor 
rural women in setting up viable micro-businesses to generate more income for their families, CCAWE will help 
rural women who do not have access to commercial bank financing break through their subjected status and assert 
a degree of economic independence, allowing them to have a greater say in the direction of their lives. The project 
is expected to have sustainable results in both fighting gender inequality as well as poverty (indeed, these are 
interconnected), as the women's micro-businesses will continue to generate revenue after the program is complete. 
 
At present, 20 women benefit from the program, and the current project we're fundraising for would allow for the 
provision of training and financing to another 20-47 women. Ultimately, through this cycle as well as other events 
organised through the course of the Stage, this summer's Solidarity Committee aims to raise EUR 2,500 in order 
to extend the project to more women. For more information:  
http://ec-stagiares-solidarity.blogspot.be/2014/05/women-in-uganda-background-and-context.html and 
http://ec-stagiares-solidarity.blogspot.be/2014/05/ccawe-micro-credit-project-empowering.html. 
 
How can you make your donation? 
Your donation can be made by either: 1) paying a one of the cycle participants directly in cash and providing them 
with a written copy of your name, details, and amount of your donation; or 2) through bank transfer to the bank 
account of the EU Commission Stage Committee and an email including your name, details, and amount of your 
donation sent to SolidarityCharityCycle2014@gmail.com.  
 
EU Commission Stage Committee Bank Account: 
Comité des Stagiaires 
IBAN: BE86 3101 6185 0650 
BIC: BBRUBEBB 
Description: Charity Cycle + Name 
 
Who can you contact for more information? 
Please contact any of the following project coordinators if you require further information in relation to the cycle, 
the Romanian children's home, the Ugandan women's empowerment project, or becoming a sponsor: 
 

For the Solidarity Sub-Committee and information 
on the Uganda women's empowerment project: 
 
Laura Kaufmann 
Tel: +32 229-13508 
Email: Laura.KAUFMANN@ext.ec.europa.eu 

For information on the children`s home of the St 
Francis Foundation (Romania):   
 
Michael Schonger 
Tel: +32 229-66109 
Email: Michael.SCHONGER@ec.europa.eu 

For the Sustainability / Green Sub-Committee and the organisation of the cycle trip: 
 
Theo Morrissey 
Tel: +32 229-13877 
Email: Theodore.MORRISSEY@ext.ec.europa.eu 

Alice Godayol 
Tel: +32 229-13992 
Email: Alice.GODAYOL@ext.ec.europa.eu 

  
For general inquiries, you may also contact SolidarityCharityCycle2014@gmail.com. 
 

The charity cyclers thank you for your support! 
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